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FSA APPOINTS CONNELLY DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR FIELD OPERATIONS

      WASHINGTON, Nov. 18, 2005 - Teresa C. Lasseter, administrator of USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA), today announced the appointment of Steven A. Connelly as Deputy Administrator for Field Operations effective on December 6, 2005.

      "Steve has been an asset to FSA through both field experience and more recently, as assistant deputy administrator for farm programs," said Lasseter.  "This promotion is well-deserved and will help the agency maintain effective leadership in field operations." 

      The deputy administrator for field operations is responsible for developing and implementing personnel policies and operating guidelines for state and field FSA employees.  

      Connelly has served as assistant deputy administrator for farm programs since June 2004. Prior to that appointment he was state executive director for FSA in Maryland, beginning in December 2001.  From 1995 to 2001, Connelly was executive director for the Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation.  For eight years, Connelly served as the director of intergovernmental relations and special assistant to the Maryland secretary of agriculture. 

      Connelly's farming experience came from a family-owned, 300-cow Maryland dairy operation, where duties included feeding, breeding, milking and health care.  He also produced forage feed for the family livestock.  While attending the University of Maryland, Connelly worked at the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center caring for swine involved in nutritional studies. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Maryland in agricultural and resources economics.  Connelly currently resides in Rising Sun, Md., with his family.

      Connelly replaces Douglas Frago, a long-time FSA employee, California farmer and former director with the United States Peace Corps.  Frago is retiring.
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Note:  FSA news releases and media advisories are available on the Web at FSA's home page: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov.




